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Language contact is everywhere: many
nations have more than one official
language, and quite possibly most people
in the world speak two or more languages. 
What happens to different peoples and to
their languages when they come into
contact? In this survey of the social,
political and linguistic consequences of
language contact, Sarah G. Thomason
focuses on what happens to the languages
themselves - sometimes nothing,
sometimes new words enter a language,
sometimes new sounds and sentence
structures will spread across many
languages in a large geographical region;
more rarely, entirely new languages arise in
a contact situation. Conversely, one of the
languages in contact may vanish entirely,
and issues of language endangerment and
death are explored here, together with
chapters on multilingualism, pidgins and
creoles, mechanisms of interference and
the origins and results of contact-induced
language change. Accessibly written by a
leading expert in the field, this book is an
ideal introduction for beginning students at
all levels, and a useful resource for
postgraduates, teachers and academic
linguists. Key Features * Accessibly
written by a leading figure in the field *
Sources and further reading provided for
each chapter * World map showing the
location of the languages discussed
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Introduction - ResearchGate Sarah Grey Thomason (known as Sally) is an American scholar of linguistics. She is a
prolific  Sarah Thomason is best known for her work on language contact, historical linguistics, pidgins and creoles, .
Language contact: an introduction. Language Contact - Sarah Grey Thomason - Google Books  speak their language
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